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This is response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance accompanying 
the Notice of Allowability mailed March 8, 2004 in the above-identified patent application. 

The Examiner has stated that the claims are directed to a two-dimensional barcode, 
particularly to a spread-spectrum barcode that allows the barcode to be read in its entirely even if 
some parts of the barcode are obscured. 

The Examiner then goes on to state that the cited references fail to teach particular 
methods wherein the code recognizes the texture and pattern of fiducial data, and the fiducial 
data further modulated with its own pseudo-random kernel. In addition, the Examiner states that 
"[t]he method further discloses demodulating the source date utilizing two different (but related) 
pseudo-random kernels more than once as set forth in the claims." 

Applicants submit that neither of the allowed independent claims, i.e., claims 1 and 11, 
recite "fiducial signature," "demodulation," or a "secondary pseudo-random kernel." Instead, 
these elements appear only in selected dependent claims, e.g., claims 2, 3, 10. Thus, Applicants 
submit that these are not required elements of the invention as recited in the independent claims, 
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and that the patentabihty of the independent claims does not depend on any claim construction 
requiring importation of these elements. 



REED & EBERLE LLP 
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Menlo Park, California 94025 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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